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1 homas Neaves. 
2 Wk. 7 is nol certainly, k much the want 


ö 5 Fs of Good, as the exceſs , Evil, 
Sz bat * a Man prone to Lewd- 


Vice; there are generous Sparks 


2 to Purſue the rugged Paths of Virtue, were 


they not too freguenily quench' d by the putvid Fogs of 
Corruption, and the temptations of a prgfiſes lazy Lie 
As India Vines from purer Rays rem##d,: tranſplant-" © 


ed here in a far colder Climate, have, for the Generali- 


'y provid unſruitful, becauſe they wand that natural 


A 2 < ; Warmth, 


* 13 wo ; 
alias 


neſs, Immorality and Inordinate = 


enough in the Soul to- prompt _ 
us on to laudable Alion, and to 
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W, armth, that was us d to ſupply the neceſſities.of Na- 
ture. So Mankind, in the purſuit of moral Virtue, is 


draum aſide by the pleaſing Proſteſt f a competent 


Maintenance, without the ſurprizing Fateigues of work- 
ing hard for an honeſt Livelybood. The Frailties of 
the Body, the current of the World, the want of a li- 
beral Education, and the defetis of the Mind are con- 
tinuglly working in Oppoſition to Moral Virtue, and 
checking thoſe Motions ſhe is pregnant with. When 
we run abruptly into new Crimes with Impunity, we 
flatter ourſelves with future Succeſſes anſwerable to our 
Tur pos d Deſigns: Yet when ſeriouſly configer of the neceſ- 
ſary Puniſhment due to our Crimes, we cannot hut re- 
flect with horror on that deſperate courſe of Life where- 
in we are engavd, as if our Conſcience had ſtill ſo much 
Tuſtuge left, that it could not forbear to pronounce that 
juſt Sentence in its rational Enquiry, and its innate ap- 
prehenſion which the Merit of our unpremeditated and 
illegal Actions requir d; for all ill Aﬀians tun a. 
gainſt the grain of the undefil'd Soul, and even-whilſt 
we are committing them, our Hearts chide and condemn 
both our Hands and pur Tongues for tranſgreſſing. 
There are few that are bad at firſt meerly out of their 
love to Vice, becauſe there is a nobleneſs in the mind of 
Man, which of ſelf intitles it to the abborrence of 
what is N. Who is there fo hardemd in Tmquity, 
and fo abandon'd a Wretch, as to have an Tnclination 


jor Vice becauſe it is Fice; ee muſt be loſt both as to bis 
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Natural Sen and his ba that adapts bim- 
ſelf to all manner of Mictedneſt, fot any other cauſe 
than the ſeeming Good it carries "with it ; even the. 
firſt primitive Sin which our firſt Parents committed, 
the it were (as St. Auguſtine ſays) originally from 
the Soul, yet it proceeded not out of a wilful intention. 
to Sin, but out of a reſpect to a ſeeming Good, ' that 
was look d for by it. When we thirſt after Pleaſure 
we are calÞd as Beaſts with Fodder to the Slaugbier- 
houſe, or as Boys catch Horſes with Provender in their 
Hands to ride them. + Ill Actions are perpetual Per- 
zurbations, the Puniſhment is far more grievous than 
the performance was delightful, and the Guilt is _ 
than the Puniſhment. | 
There was a Pythagorean that bought a pair # 
Shoes upon truſt, the Shoemaker dies, the Philoſopher. 
is glad, and thinks he had them on free Coſt, but ſome.. 
time aſter his Conſcience twitches him and haunts him tio 
that degree, that he wwas oblig'd to repair to the Houſe 
of the deceas'd, and caſts in his Money with theſe 
Werds; There take thy due, thou liveſt to me, 
tho* dead to all heſide. 
An idle Man is the barreneſt Piece of Earth in the 
Terreſtrial Globe, for there is no Creature in the Uni- 
verſe that hath Life but what is buſied in ſome Action 
or another for its benefit and ſupport. Tig Action that 
keeps the Body beth ſweet and ſoun !, whilſt lying ſtill 
ſoddens and diſorders the whole frame, St. Auguſtine 
8 . 
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:mputesthe loſs of garde to aulas hath bad 
rather receive Meat than ſeek it. Tt, was @ remarkable 
ſaying of the far fam d Scipio, ta the Senate of Rome, 
We are now moſt in danger, for whilſt we have no 
Enemy to over-awe and call us out to Arms, we 
grow Effeminate, and give ourſelves wholely to 
Intemperance, Luxury and Immorality. Aud when 
Cleanthes had labour d hard for ſometime, and had 
got ſome Money by the feveat of his Brows, beforchand, 
be crys out to his Companions z Behold the Fruits of 
my Labour, I can now, if I will, nouriſh another 
Cleanthes: How uncomfortable muſt a Man's Life be, 
(that not having the fear of God before bis Eyes, untire= 
ly gives himſelf up to all manner of Witkedneſs) that 
continually preys on the Goods and Property of his 
Neighbour without any legal Authority for ſo doing; he 
can never have any peace, or quietneſs within himſelf, 
every Tree, every Shrub, he thinks the hand of Juſtice 
in tbe purſuit of his In:quity z there is not a Voice that 
be bears, but he miſconſtrues; Stop Thief, and fancies 
himſelf !cſt and db ertaten; his Life is one continued ſe- 
ries of Terror, Miſery and Confuſion, and when be is 
once calPd down to the Bar to receive his Sentence, and 
thereby doom'd to 3 ſcandalous and ignominions Death 
to be hang'd by the Neck like à Dog till be is dead; 
then be repents when too late, that he did not employ 
his Thowghts, and his Hours in a more ſalutary em- 
| Poymient, to get an honeſt and Foinpetent Livelyhaod, 
| vil h- 


IB 0 1) 
without rumiag the - riſques to frequenth Beides ie 
their hazardous and deſpurate Umier ratings. And if 
by Povying, which by the Prigiſh obſcure Language, or 
Diale®, is underſtood an Evidente, they evade the Cen- 
furd\ of the Law, by bringing to condign Puniſhmeng 
and cunvicbing Capital) two, or more of the Fraterm.. 
ty, id Oriipanan in Iniguity, yet they can ee 
take any warning frum the Iudalgence of that Clauſe 
iu the Law, which ſecures them their Puſſeſſions, their 
Liberty and their Lives; but ob fatal neceſſity, they 
muſt return again (like Dogs to their: Vomit)- to commit | 
thoſe enormities that muſt certainty one Time, or ober 
bring them under the Hands of the Executioner tv be. 
rome a publick Example, 102 crowded Multitude and 

a lamentable el to their ene Faun, nd 
Relations. 

I confeſs" it is a Melantholly Sight 70 * e 
Wretches drag d to publict Execution in the Prime of 
thr Days ee e of their Youth, 
when'they might have others been (if they had not taken 
fuch wicked and profligate Courſes) 4 Foy to their 
Friends, @ Comfort to their Parents, and a publitk Uti- 
. tity to the whole Community, and have Spun out their 


Days 20 a longer Period of Time. Could they propoſe 


any other Advqutage then à ſenſual Gratification of un- 


lawful Paſſions, there might be ſome Excuſe pleaded 
in their behalf : Certainly Mankind is govtrn'd by au 
all nung Providence, Decrees are paſt upon us in 
WR" Heaven 


(8) 

Heaven : I is Fite that hurrys d Mun to his End 
_ "beyohd his ow} Twtention ; what due faſpect and would 
avoid we cannot ; what we ſuſpect not we fall into. 
We uſe often Means of Preſervation, which often prove 
our Deſtruction. Man is mterly the Tennis-Ball- of 
Fortune, be is ſometimes rais'd from the Plough to a 
Throne, and ſometimes again is taten from that to a 
Halter. In vain we Murmur at the Things that niuft 
be," in vain we Mourn for what we cannot remedy. 
St. Jerom ſays, that providentia des omnia Guber- 
nantur, & que putatur pæna, Medicina eſt, which 
is that all Things are govern's dq by Providence, and 
what is thought a Pain is a remedy. In all. our Afti- 
ons our hope is our Comfort, yet human Life has not. a 
greater Enemy than hape; it is to Man as a Bladder 
ts to a learning Swimmer, it keeps him from ſinking to 
#he-boſem of the Waves, but it makes bim many Times 
venture beyond his Strentb, where by ſome unforeſeen 
Accident be Periſbes without Redemption. So when 

a Man comes of with Succeſs in bis firſt Attempt, th, 
hope that be ſhall always ſucceed, emboldens bim to pur 
ſue: bis unlawful Undertaking, till he is tab n and Impri: 
fortd in bis full Career, yet does mot the ſeverity of ss 
Keepers diſcipline, the heavy weight f Mauacles and 
Felters, and the ſtarving Condition of à Coal deter 
him, in the leaſt. from bis . Evil me enor maus 
. ally 1% 
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round Sum, ) they are purſued and taten, the Gual- 
er comes in for a betiefit Tiatet; there is firſt a, de- 
mand for taking of the heavy and putting on light 
roms, ſo much for the Maſtersfide, the Indulgonce 


| as 5 | 
lere in coftginly a difference lle Mould, we 


| inthe Sampo thoſe mfortunate Adventurers, their 


Clay is temper beyond the common. acceptation of 
hungſt. Men, they give themſelves up intirely to all 


manner of . Debauchery, . . exce{ſivt - Whoring, and 


Drinking, an inorditiate and unſettled way of Li- 
ving ; they hazard their Lives to ſupport their Ex- 


travagance, and what they Pilfer, Steal, Rob and 
Plunder from one Part of the World, they Jquander 
and generoufly beſtow on the other, Viz ibe * 


bauch d, the Stews, and the Gaming-Houſes. So 
that whenever it happens, theit ill Fate to be bord 


(that is talen ino Cuſtody) they are nat one Ptnny 


beyond a Beggar 4 but ſhould Pravidonce order it lo. 


that upon biting, a conſiderable Blow, (that is 4 good 


and Conntendnce of the Keeper;i and other exprbi- 
tant Demands and Extortions, till they drain their 


Pockets, and leave them (before they g to' therr 


Tyyal at the Old-Baily,) as clean as are a Callo 


Bird in the Neſt. I hope the Readers will not 


think this Introduftion tod proliu, ſeeing from the 


| foregoing Premiſſes we may draw this neceſſary Il. 
ference, that the whole is d Type of the Life and. 


Acdions of the unſortunate Thann Neaves, that 
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(4 ow 
now: lies under Sentence of Condemnation, i in nf FP „ 
Cells in Newgate, that the Sentences are both Mo- 
ral and Divine, and are oniy as a Prologue to the 
following Narrative, which is nt Fabulous" but 
Genuine 5 not conc d'in ambiguous and untelligable 
Terms, but 3 to the DR wh a 
ö MORE C 2755. 


Thomas Napves) 28 Yeard of b Age, the 805 
of Thomas Neaves, was born in the Pariſn of 
St. Sepulchres; his Father was a Butcher by | 
Trade, and with his Wife kept a Stand in 
"Newgate Market, but for the generality ſold 
only Veal, his Trade falling off, his Children be- 
ing very expenſive to him, he remoy'd to the 
Pariſh of  Clarkenwell near Tunball Street, where 
he continued ſometime, his Wife hawking Meat 
about the Streets, and behaving himfelf ſoberly 
and honeſtly, ſome of the Heads of the Pariſh 
took ſuch a likeing to the good-natur'd Man, 
that they put his Son this ſame: Thomas Neavas 
that lyes under Sentence of Condemnation, to a 
Free-School, where he had a good liberal Edu- 
cation, and having run thro? the inferior Claſſes 
of the School, his Father (conſidering his Inabi- 
lity to ſupport him thro? the Whole courſe of his 
Learning,) took him from the Charity-School, 
ou bound him Apprentice to one Mr. Lea a 

Butchers 
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* * 


Bade the Corner Shop, the Front leading in- 


to Red- Lyon. Street, and the Back- Door opening 
into Gray's-1nn Paſſage, where he continued and 
behav'd himſelf honeſtly for Four, or Five 
Years, but falling into look Company he run a- 
way from his Maſter. He is remarkable in this, 
that during his Apprenticeſhip he would have 
tak'n away the Life of one Andrew Zones, hay- 
ing Sworn fallly that Andrew Jones had broke 
open his Maſter's Shop, but his Evidence not 


being credited Jones was acquitted by the Jury. 


After he run away from his Maſter, he hir'd him- 
ſelf to a Poſt-Maſter, but that Station not a- 


greeing with his fickle and roving Inclination, he 


left his ſecond Maſter; and ir being his unhap- 
PY Fate that he had not perfectly learnt his 
Trade,. he got into the Company of looſe idle 
diſorderly Perſons, and fatally link*d himſelf in- 
to their Gang ; he often frequented Lincoln- Inns 


Fields, Moor- Fields, and other Places where 


thoſe ſort of Cattle us'd to reſort ; at firſt he be- 
gan to Play at ſmall Game, viz. to go a Clout- 
ing (that is picking Handkerchiefs out of Men's 
Pockets) going on the Sneak (that is entering 


jaro Houſes when Time and Opp ortunity ferv'd, 
and taking Things of inconſiderate Val de,) 
ſometimes early in dle Morning he would reſort 
to P ublick Houſe and call for Pint of a Drink, 
Es 
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but whilſt they went into the ene to draw ag | 


Beer, he would ſtep on his Tip Toes into. the 
Inner Chambers, Back Rooms, or Kitchen, and 
generally took that care to get either Pewter 


Plates, Porrengers, ' Brafs Candleſticks, or 


ſomething elſe that more than doubly repaid the 
Expences he was at; being oblig*d to ſell them 
at under Price to prevent diſcovery ; he was ge. 
nerally Indigent and had hardly Cloaths to o- 
ver his Nakedneſs: He run on in this courſe of 
Life ſome conſiderable time before he was diſ- 
cover'd, till at length being apprehended for Fe- 
lony he was committed to Newgate, and being 
convicted for Tranſportation at the Sefſions- 
Houſe in the Olt-Bath, in the Year 1726. he 
was Tranſported ſoon after according to his Sen- 
tence to his Majeſty's Plantations in America, 
where he continued not above 8 Months, but he 
bought a Bruſh as they term it, and work'd in a 
Merchant Ship without, apy Wages for his Paſ- 
fage Home, and in Auguſt 1727, return'd to 


England, where he continued not long before he 


fell to his old Trade of fingering what was not 


his c own, as will farther and more amply appear 


by a genuine Narrative of the Robberies by him 
committed fince his return, with this only diffe- 


rence, that whereas before his Trankparation he 
Was only guilty of petty Larcenary and other 


ſingle 


(i) 
fngle Pefonies that did not reach his Life; fines 


his return he became a Proficient in the Art and 


Myſtery of Priggyſiſm, and was aiding and a- 
berring to the moſt perpetrated Acts of Villany 


that human thoughts could ſuggeſt, or his un- 
bounded Ambition, or Avarice could promote, 

On the firſt of December, 1727. Thomas 
Neaves, Richard Nichols, and three others being 
out after their Prey, went to the Shop of one 


Mr. Moran, in order fteal his Show-Glaſs, but 
a Barber being in his Shop over-againſt them, 


they thought the Enterprize too Dangerous 
without they could divert the Barber from look- 


ing that way, to effect which Nichols went over 
under the pretence of buying a Wig, and placd _ 
himſelf ſo conveniently that he prevented the 
Barber from diſcovering their deſign.” In the 
mean time Ne aves and the other three {ccur'd te 


Show-Glaſs and made off with it, in which was 


nine Silver Watches and one of Gold: Imme-- 
diately after they had committed this Robbery 


they adjourn'd to the Houſe of one Jabs Perkins 
(who was fince Tranſported) in White-Hoxje- 
Alley in Chick-Lane, and there after ſoine debate 


it was refolv'd the Watches ſhould be pawn'd, s 

wherefore they deliver'd three of them to Per- 

kir's Wife, who accordingly went out andpawn'd 
them at a Neighbouring-Houſe which was ud 


0 
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a « 1400 
to ſuch Traffick, whilſt her Huband took two - 
others, and taking a different rout to prevent 
Accidents, pawn'd them, and return'd with the 
Money, which with the other remaining four - 
Silver ones were divided betwixt Nichols and the 
other three at the ſaid Houſe. The Gold Watch 
. falling to Neaves's ſhare, he made, a Tour to 
Shrewsbury, where he ſold it tor. eight Pound, 
and return'd to London very ſoon after. . 
But their ill got Gains being ſoon waſted in 
riotous and debauch'd Company, for whilſt they 
had affluence enough to ſupport their Extrava- 
Pun. ad no thoughts of ſeeking for 

more, to make a Proviſion againſt a rainy Day, 

till their Neceſſity oblig'd them to ſeek a freſh 
ſupply. Wherefore on the 5th. of January, 
Neaves with one Fohn Hornby and Edward Ben- 
ſon alias Brows, being ſeverally Sworn to be 
true to each other, went out with a deſign to 
raiſe Contribution, and about twelve of the 
Clock at Night attack'd one Mr. Ellis in St. 
- Paul's-Church-Yard, one of them ſeiz'd the Gen- 
tleman by the Throat, whillt the others trip'd up 
his Heels; when he was down they beat him 
moſt unmercifully, and took from a Silver 
Watch and two Guineas in Money, which 
Neaves confeſs'd on his Examination, when he 
made himſelf an Evidence, with this further 
00 4 ho 9 85 Con- 
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Confirinarin of their Guilt: 1 Horkly: would 


WE 


have taken the Ring off his Finger, but that he 


could not conveniently come at it becauſe it was 
ſo tight on, being affraid (that as delays often- 


time prove dangerous) they might be ſurpria d 


and tak'n in the Fact, ſo they precipitately re- 
tir d, ſold che Watch to one Madam Toy who 
frequently us d to buy their ſtolen Goods, and 


entertain d them at her Houſe, and then they 
divided the Spoil: About two Days "afterwards 


Benſon and Hornby went to Norwich, 2 | 


whence they return'd very ſoon. 1 
Thomas Neaves, Edward Benſon,” alias Hood, 


George Gale, alias Kiddy George, and Fames Toon, 


roving about the Streets in queſt of their Prey, 
on the 3d of April laſt, got into Criſpin-ſtreet, Spit- 
fle fields, where upon conſultation it was reſolv'd 


to ſtop the firſt ſingle Perſon that fell in their way, 


when meeting with one Mr. Fleming, immediate- 


ly after, they attack*'d him and took from him 
his Watch and two Guineas in Money, Toon 
held a Piſtol to his Head, whilſt the others 
rifled him; they faithfully divided the Money 
amongſt them, but whereas Toon was but à 2. yro 


that is a freſh Water Sailor, and a Novice in 
their Trade, they did not think it proper to let 


him into the Secret, and give him an equal divi- 


dend with them, it being a Cuſtom amongſt be 


Pigs! 
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Nach George; Benſon, alias Brown, Crowder and 
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FPuhaſtr d with his Suceels in this Adventure, on 


„ 
mie wien Opportunity ade 0 d a0 


cheat one another; therefore Neaves, Gate 2 

| Benſon ſhar'd the Money amongſt them, for the 

Watch which Was A r _ nated . 
Wau en A 47 9005 | 


Saturday the ot of March; — Gale, . 


Toon, being on che Scout, met a Gentleman 1 in his 


Chair paſſing thr” Leicefter-Fields, whom they 


attack d and rob'd- of a rich Diamond Ring, 
Money and Notes to the Value of 3001. Neaves 
ſtop'd the Chair with A cock'd Piſtol in his 
Hand, which is the firſt time that he was princi- 
pal Actor, whilſt his Accomplices were only 
Tomys, that is plac'd ata certain diſtance, to 
give timely Notice if any, Perſons approach'd; 
whoſe Preſence at 3 their rpg 
their deſign. 

The Hedge tho visg Manus Crowder 
and Gale, alias Kiddy George, attack'd Mr. Brufo 
of White-Hor/c-Alley, Moorfelds; between Clare. 


Market and the Theatre in Lincoln Iun.-Flelds, 


Crowder pincon'd him, whilſt - Neaves and Gale 
rifled his Pockets of his Money and his Watch. 


the 10th of April following, the faid Neaves alt 
ſociates himſelf with Edward Benſon, alias Brown, 
 Themas Cale, alias Kiddy * Thomas Crowder, 

TS ahas 
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ds E. Wag "ich tia) woke will oh 
— and li2fing met a French Parſon in the 
I Way, they attack'd him and rob d lum of u cons) 
ſiderable Sum of Money and other Things of va- 
lue. The Frenchman being not a little furpriz d 
at their Treatment, ery'd out in a melancholy , 
Tone, Here, ' take what I have, but for God's ate 
ſpare my Life. He ſuppoſed: them to be of the kk 
ſame barbarous Mould and Stamp with the French | 
Collectors on the High-way, who ſeldom or ne- 
ver ſpare the Lives of thoſe unhappy People thar 
happen in their way nad before or after they 
have rifled them. ix 
On the ſame N "oh Moves in company with 
his Accomplices, a ſufficient Number for a Mo- 
rodeing Party, and well qualified for their Under- 
taking, attack d one James Colvart in a Coach 
on the High-way, near the Dog-Houſe-Row near 
Bunbill-Fields, and took from him and another 
Perſon a Silyer Watch and 24 Shillings in Mo- 
ney, Crowder (who wWas order d to ſtop the 
Coach) fir'd'firſt at the Coachman before he bid 
him ſtand, for which preceptive Action he was” 
vpbraided by tlie others; then Benſon aud Gals. 
alias Kiddy George, ſtepd up, and opening the 
Doors rob'd the ſaid Mr. Colvart and the other 
Perſon of the Watch and Money above: men- 


werd They pan'd the Wach to one My, = 
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ney amongſt them. and gave M half a Guinea 


ſeems he either wanted reſolution for ſuch a deſpe 


rate Enterprize,- or that he depended entirely on 
the Courage, Conduct, and Fidelity of his Com- 


panions; yet he wanted not a due Regard to his 


Intereſt, for tho? he was not immediately an 
actor in the Engagement, yet he took eſpecial 
Care to have the Management of dividing the 
Booty, and ſecuring to himſelf a good Dividend, 
and was afterwards ſo juſt to the Publick Com- 
munity as to make himſelf an Evidence, and to 


hang his Accomplices for his further Benefit and 


Advantage. Ag 


ThemasNeaves, Th omasCrowder, EdwardBenſon, 
alias Brown, and a fourth Perſon, fluſh'd with 


People generally intoxicate the Brain to make 
them hazardous and deſperate in their Attempts) 
rambling about the Streets about two Nights of 


terwards, met and aſſaulted one Mr. Hendery ; 


Benſon knock'd him down, Crowder rifled his 


Pockets of a Snuff-box, a Pair of Spectacles, 
and an Almanack, whilſt Neaves and: the other 


Perſon clap'd each of them a loaded Piſtol to his 


Ears; Crowaer's Hat being bad, he ſtep'd back and 


the fumes of ſtrong Waters, (for thoſe ſort of 
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borrow'd Mc. Heidery's Hat, which, was conſis 
derably berter than his own.. 

Neaves in company with Gir and Gale, 
alias Kiddy Georges, took a walk one Afternoon 
towards Turnbam- Green, not with a Deſign to 
commit any illegal Actions, but to divert them- 
ſelves, and hous d at the King ot Babemia, where 
they nk plentifully, for it is a common Mar 
xim with the Priggs, that (whenever they go 
abroad to gratify their Inclinations) they are no 
Niggards in their Expences. Towards the cloſe 
of the Evening they reſol vd to come to Town, 


to chat Intent they paid their Reckoning, which 


was pretty conſiderable, and caurtcoully: leſt the 
Houſe. 


Meaves declared that to * E they 


had no deſign when they left the King of Bobs» 
mia to rob any body; but as they pa&'dithrough 
Piccadilly, —— a Man well dreſs d walking ar 
lone beide them, Crowder ſaid, let us mill that 


Cull, for he appears to be of Subſtance; ben 


immediately Crawder and Neaves ſtept on ſoftly 
behind the Gentleman, ſtruck ar him with that 
Violence, that, he had certainly fallen, had he not 


reel'd againſt, the Wall of a Houſe which ſup- | 


ported him, till he drew his Sword and ſtood..in 


his own Defence; upon Which, they having no 


other Weapons for Offence, but the Sticks which 


they carry'd in their Hands, they left him with 
C1 - a 
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£ G==d' D—<<n him they ſhould meet with 
him ſome other time, when hy ſhould be better 
provided for hin. 
Being baulk'd in their firſt Attempt, they 
held a Conſultation wherein they reſolv d to go 

Home, without raiſing any neceſſary Contribu- 
tion to defray the Expences of the Day to ef- 
fect their premiditated Defigns. They took a 
walk into the hundreds of Drury, where they 
ſpent ſome time in à Dialect with the frow Files 
(that is Women Pick- Pockets) they ask d them 
how Trade went on, who anſwer'd them that 
they were in a ſtarving Condition, not having 
any Cull for a Week paſt, that was worth their 
conſideration, that they had often div*d and found 
Nitchels; this genuine, but lamentable Declara- 
tion, mov'd them to Commiſerate their Condi- 
tion and to offer them a Dram of Mau, viz. Ge- 
neua, which they readily accepted, and then they 
parted. Then they took a Tour to Holborn 
Diviſion, and meeting with nothing worth | 
their while, that Street being pretty clear, they 
paſs d thro* Brook's-Market down to Hatton- 
Garden, when they met with an Adventure, 
they ſaw a Gentleman of Fafhion walking ſe- 

riouſly along, whom they refoly/d'to Attack, 
Crowder, as if he had been Drunk, reel'd againſt - 
him, the Dm" "turning, his Head about 


— 
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to know the meaning of his joſtling him, 
| Neaves and Kiddy George knock'd him down and 
robb'd him of a Watch, Money and other 
Things of a conſiderable Value; with which 
they made off undiſcoverd, the Watch they fold 
to Madam Toy, and there divided equally the 
Spoil ; after the Partition they ſeperated and 
went to their - reſpective. Lodgings to ſolace 
themſelves, after the fer, and V ateigues of the 
Day. 211 
About three Nights after they met together 
at their Rendeſvouſe, where happening into the 
Company dof | Beyſon, alias Brown, it was re- 
ſol yd, Nemine Contradicente, to go in queſt of 
ſome new Adventure, and therefore agreed to 
go towards Iſlington, becauſe they did ſuppoſe 
they ſhould meet with ſomething worth their 
ſeeking; after Neaves having ſtated that there 
were ſeveral People, Men and Women of good 
Faſhion that daily reſorted to the Spaws and 
Muſick-Houſe, to ſee the Entertainment, and 
the Diverſion. of that Place, that he well aſ⸗ 
ſur'd there were ſeveral wealthy Citizens Wives, 
(out of a natural Propenſity to the Game, at all 
Fours, or out of Neceſſity occaſionꝰd by Inabi- 
lity of their Husbands, and the debility too 
often Incident to an advanc'd Age) that gene- 
rally in a Diſguiſe frequented thoſe Places, and 

that 
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that's as they ufually ſtay d, till betwixt the Route 
of nine and ten before they broke up, they 
ſhould find a very good Opportunity to make 
a good Market that ſhould anſwer, their Ends. 
Wherefore they walk'd for ſome time about the 
Baſon at the Head of the New River, one of 
them being in continual Motion backwards and 
forwards, to watch an opportunity to begin the 
Attack, and give the reſt the ſignal to advance. 
It was Neaves's turn to advance when he ſpy'd 
two Gentlemen, and two Ladies coming down 
the Hill, who having given the proper ſignal 
the reſt mov'd forward, and having charg d the | 
Men with each a cock'd Piſtol in his Hand, they 
demanded their Money without any demur, for 
that they had not time for long Preambles, which 
the Gentlemen readily comply d with, but the 
Women having each of them a Diamond 
Ring on their Finger, beg' d very hard to be 
excus d for that they could not conveniently part 
with their Moveables for fear their Husbands 
ſhould diſcover the diſaſter when they came 
Home, and that the diſcovery might be of 3 
fatal Conſequence; their Spouſes being for ſome 


time paſt grown Jealous of their Actions and 


their Intreigues, but their Arguments being of 
no Weight with thoſe Adventurers they were 


neceſſitated (being affrighted by a large Volley 
ons | of 
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of Oaths and Imprecations) to ſurrender at dif 
cretion : Here they got very conſiderably and re- 
turn d. Neaves, ſaying in a merry Mood, was 
not my Project good? did I not tell you we ſhould 
meet with thoſe Cits in our way; and producing 
the Diamond Rings, ſaid Z—115, the Damage 
is not great, Wwe may as well have them as thei 
Culls; for theſe Ladies ſtick at no Expence to 
oratifie their Inclinations, whilſt their poor good 
natur'd Cuckolds are ranſacking their Thoughts. 
for worldly Intereſt, . and little ſuſpect what 
Game they have been playing at this Night to 
gratifie their Letchery. 
On Sunday the 14th of April, Neaves went 
voluntarily before one of his Majeſties Juſtices 


of the Peace for Southwark, and gave Informa- F 


tion againſt Crowder, Gale, alias Kiddy George, 


and Benſon, alias Brown, who were immediately x 


apprehended and committed to Newgate, and he 
was ſent to the Compter, in order to be an Evi- 
dence againſt them at the enſung Seſſions at the | 
Old-Baily. 

From the 14th, of April, to the firſt of May 
following, Neaves was very Induſtrious and 
Active in apprehending and taking others of his 
Accomplices, and on the 18th of the fame 
Month of April, he took one William Mansfield, 
who was tried on his Information but 9 
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At che Sefions-at the Od. Baih which begin 


May the firſt, Neaves appear d in che Court to 
give his Evidence, upon which Evidence, George 
Gale, alias Kiddy George, Edward" Benſon, alias 
Brown, Thomas Crowder, alias Little Tom, 
Richard Nichols, Fobn Hornby and James Toon, 
were convicted and receiv*d Sentence according- 
ly; and were all executed at Tyburn, on the 
2oth of the ſame Month, 

At the Seſſions which began che 19th of July, 
Neaves pleaded his Majeſty's Pardon, and was 
diſcharg'd accordingly ; and at the ſame Time 
mov*d the Court, that he might have 201. al- 
low'd him to defray his Expences down to 
Kinſton, in order to bean Evidence againſt ſome 
Priſoners at the enſuing Aſſizes there; but was 
told by the Court that it was too exorbitant a 
Charge for ſo ſmall a Journey. 

When Neaves had pleaded to his Majeſty's | 
moſt gracious Pardon, and was diſcharg'd out of 
Newgate, he found his Condition very contemp. 
tible, Houſes of any Credit would not entertain 
him, becauſe they did not look upon him to be 
in a Capacity to pay for his Lodging, and thoſ. 
that harbour'd him before were loath to have 
any dealings with him, becauſe a Puff (that is a 
Perſon that is an Evidence againſt his Aſſociates, 

nd; is ſo term'd in cheir Language) « aftewards 


look d 
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look d upon wich a ſort of Shyneſs and Indiffe· 
rence, becauſe they dare not truſt him, for fear 
he ſhould Impeach them. So that his Company 
and Converſation was ſhun'd by all that knew 
him, for which reaſon he was oblig'd to ſeek 
out for freſh Quarters; wherefore he took a 
Lodging at the Houſe of a ſlender Acquaintance 

in Eſſex- Street, White-Fryers, that had an im- 
peflecd Knowledge of his courſe of Life, where 
he continued ſometime without attempting any 


Thing, but ſome petty Larcenary, viz. Clout- 


ing, (that is picking Pockets of Handkerchiets) 
Ce. to pay for his Lodging, and get him 
Victuals to ſupport the neceſſities of Life. 
But finding that way of Living was only half 
ſtarving himſelf he reſolv'd on a new Employ- 
ment, which was to apprehend Felons, or thoſe 
that were noted for that courſe of Life, from 
whom he us'd to extort Money, and then ſet 
them at Liberty; he had an Idea that Jouatbas 
Wild had got conſiderably by chat Buſineſs, had 
the Freedom of appearing before his Majeſty's 
Juſtices of the Peace upon all Occaſions, where 
they had a regard to his ſayings, was indulg'd by 
che Courts of Judicature at all Seſſions and 
Aſſizes, and was always rated a Principal in the 
diyidend of the Price of the Blood of thoſe un- 


bappy Wretches thay fell under the cenſure of 
the Law. D Vp- 


92 


(69 j 
zen theſe views he became a Profichedt by 
his Practice in this new Occupation, and wa 
grown a Terror to the Fraternity, for if he — 
pen'd at any Time into their converſation, if 
they did but mutter, or any ways diſobliged 
him, either by refuſing to pay his Reckoning, 
or feeding his Avarice, he would immediately 
ſtep to a Juſtice of the Peace, and having given 
ſome formal Account of a Robbery, ſometime, 
or other committed he generally procur'd a 
Warrant, which he carry'd along with him, till 
he had an Opportunity of ſecuring them, if 
they came down the Cole, that is if they gave 


bim Money all was well, but if not they were 


certainly charg d in Cuſtody, and ſent to Pri- 
ſon on ſuſpicion till he could (as he often pre- 
tended) find an Adverſary to proſecute them. | 

He was once paſſing along Drury - Lane, 
where being met by a Daughter of one H er 
Moor, who was formerly a Miſtreſs to Crowder, 
executed at Jyburn, on Neavess Information, 
ſhe charg'd him with his prefidy in ſwearing fal- 
fly againſt her Husband, as ſhe term'd him, 
and gave him inveCtive and opprobrious Lan- 
guage, Which his Honour could not ſuffer, be- 
ing not accumſtom'd to fuch an Indignity, he 
procur'd a Warrant from a Juſtice of the Peace, 
and would have had the Creature committed = | 


Theſe Eiciftions and Extortions i were but & 
little uſe to him, for as the Engliſh Proverb fays, 
what is got over the Devils'Back goes under bis 
Belly; he generally loſt at Gaming, what he 
extorted from'thoſe unhappy People, ſo that he 
was always Indigent and Poor, which; was the 
reaſon that he now lyes under Sentence of 'Con- 
demnation, for if report be true, he loſt his 
Cloaths off his Back at Cards, that very Night 
that he robb'd Mr. Lawrance, the Particulars 
of which I ſhall relate in a proper Place, when 
I come to treat at large concerning that Felony. 

Tho' his Gains were conſiderable and might 
have ſupported him decently and handſomely, 
without attempting any Thing that was Ill-got, 
he had a continual hankering after his former 
Profeſſion, and therefore reſolv'd on the fol- 


lowing Ente . He went to a.. ceridin 
Mercer's Shop (whoſe Name and Abode, I for- 
dear to mention, becauſe the FelonyFFas com- 
Pounded, tho? the Mercer does nog deſerve any 
Indulgence for ſcreening ſo great a Villany) i in 
order as he pretended to buy his Wife a Bon 
D 2 and 
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und Petticoat, and appearing in the Habt of 2 
Countryman, with a great Coat and Boots, he 
"y not ſuſpect him till after he hik'd away, that 
is, got clear with a Piece of Silk of conſiderable 
value, having honeſtly paid for a Quantity ſuffi 
tient for a compleat Sute for his Wife. Some 
time after, the Mercer accidently met him in the 
Street, ſecured him, and had him committed; 
but upon his returning the Silk; and handiortely 
rewarding the Adverſary for his Charge and La- 
bour; he had a favourable Bill of Indictment 
preferr'd againſt him at Hicks's-Hall, which be- 
mg return'd ignoramus, he was diſcharg'd, 
| Thappen'd one Night into the Company of one 
Elizabeth Scot, who by her Diſcourſe ſeem'd to 
be intimately acquainted with this ſame Neaves, 
for ſhe produc'd a Letter that ſhe had from him 
whilſt he — in Newgate, charg'd with the 
above-mention'd Fact, which take as follows, 
for I had it deliver'd to me at the 8 of 3 


Fiat or two of Wine. „000 


-Dear Baty, 1 
Am now in the Checquer-lan in NaN 


Street, from whence I never expect to eſcape till 
1 20 to the Gibbing-block, without the Aſjiſtance of 
any Friends, for the Cull has rap'd it hard againſt 
ine: I have no remedy left but to pay back the on 
whe 
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hey 


which art hot in my Cuſtody. T deſire therefore (if 


you have that Friendſhip for me which yon have bi- 


therto profeſ®d) that you would go to Madam Ty, 
and defire her not to part with the Silk, for my Life 
depends on ber Goodneſs. FI live I may make her 
a ſuitable return; but if the D Bitch the Fence 


will not. pay them back, I will fend her Adverſaries 


enough that ſhall do her Buſineſs, and hike ber over 
the Herring- Pond. Pray come forthwith to me, 
and I will give you further Inſtructions; if you can 


Conveniently bring me fome Money to fee the Keepers 


fo put me on @ lighter Pair of Bazills, for I am 


heavily loaded with Darbys, I Hall be obig d ta 


50. 7 beg you will not fail coming, e is n 
3 yon: 


VU nfortunate, 76 


affectionate F Rake © 


„ NEAVES. 


The Frow confeſs'd ſhe went to 3 


and by his Directions went to the Mer.- 


cer; and having at that time the happineſs of 
ſheding a few Crocadile Tears, ſhe prevail d 
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on the good natur'd Man to make up the Matter, 
having firſt come down the Charges he was at, 
and promis; d to defray the Expences of prefering 
a Bill. I ask*d her i he had not a bit of that 
Same into the Bargain, which ſhe frankly own'd 
with this addition, that ſhe believ'd the power of 
her — effectually wrought more on the Mer- 
cer's Inclinations than all Neaves's adyantagio 
Offers could have done, for ſhe ſaid he ſeem'd 
tranſported when ſhe agreed to his requeſt, ha- 
- ving taken her for a Piece of Modeſty, becauſe 
ſhe look'd demurely, and paſs'd for his Siſter. 
He confeſe d to me that nothing troubled his 
Conſcience more than his biteing the Frow Files 
Women, that have a particular Friend which they 
call their Taſte, and ſeldom deſire to ſtay any 
longer in any Gentleman's Company then till chey 
have an Opportunity to bite him of his Cole or 
Scout, viz. pick his Pockets of his Money or 
his Watch; that they did not walk the Streets 
purely out of any letcherous Inclination, or a 
natural Propenſity to that looſe, idle, and pro. 
fligate Life, but with the deſign Gf getting them- 
{Uves fluſh Toggys, that is, gay Cloaths, and to 
maintain their Friend like a Man, for whith they 
often run the riſque of their Hoes, and en 
dhe Nooſe at the Gibbing-blocx. 


But 
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PRI. -..7, FREE that for a 
Lie buxum, a Hog, or half a Slat, this is ſix- 
pence, a Shilling, or half a Crown, ſhall turn 


up their Scut to every. Porter, Link- boy, 


Tinker, or Carman; he look'd upon them to be | 


2 common Nuſance to Society, and that they 
Jo to be treated as ſuch ; neither did he think 
it any Sin to ſtrip them to their Skin, becauſe 
they were a peu hungry, ſelf. intereſted 
Crew. 

The way that he us 4 to 7 tie Women, or 
play at Hawl Cloy, was this, two, three, or four 
of them generally went in a Gang together, and 
whenever they met a Woman that they had De- 
ſign upon, one of them would ſtep to kiſs her, 
and under the pretence of feeling her pretty Bub- 


bies would thruſt his Hand down her Boſom, 


whilſt the Woman was ſtruggling to take away 
his Hand, another of the Tribe would cut off her 
Pocket. This they term'd Hawl Cloy, ſo they 
ſeldom or never miſg'd of a Booty, This Nar- 
rative may be of Service to the Publick, for 
whenever a Woman finds them upon this Game, 
ſhe may aſſure herſelf they have a Deſign to rob 
her, and that their Addreſs is not out of any Re- 
gard for her Perſon, or Aſpect, but purely for 
their own Advantage and Intereſt ; and tho' they 


ſeldom or never happen to be bon'd, viz. taken. 
yet 


| (0329 

pet the Act in its nature is os denen 
ſequence as any other Part of their Profeſſion : 
for-an Indictment lies for Aſſaulting a Perſon on 
the Highway, putting her in Bodily Fear, and 
Robbing her, which is Death by the Law. 

_ »- Neaves told me that he once took a Walk to 
| Hampſtead, and in his Return to Town met with 
a Country Girl that was coming to ſeek for Ser- 
vice; he fell into Diſcourſe with her, and having 
by his Importunity prevaild on her to drink part 
of a Pint, he diſcover'd her Intention; he pre- 
tended to help her into a good Place; you may 
believe ſhe was very glad to accept of the Offer, 
and thanked him for his Civility. From this 
Houſe they adjourn'd to another, where they 
drank hot Pints, Genera and Ale, till it grew 
late, and the Liquor began to work; he then 
told her, that in conſideration ſhe was a Stran- 
ger, he would take care to provide for her a 
Lodging, which ſhe readily accepted: Then he 
carry'd her to a Houſe where he was intimately 
acquainted, and having drank her to that pitch, 
(he not being us'd to drinking) that ſhe had not 
that guard for her Wellfare and Security which 
ſhe otherwiſe might have had. He undreſs d her 
and put her to Bed, what he did afterwards De- 
cency forbids me to mention; but it may be 
ſuppos d when awak'd in the Morning, ſhe was 
"39 - 
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furpriz'dito-findherſelf in a ſtrange Place; but 


her Conſternation muſt certainly be great when 
ſhe found herſelf ſtrip d of all ſhe had in the World, 
and that the Man that pretended ſo much Friend- 


ſhip to her tig Pay before, had ruin'd her to al! 
Intents and Purpoſes. The Woman ef the 


Houſe lent: her (as ſhe prefered). in Compaſ- 
ſion, an old tatrer d Gown, which ſne accepted, 
and quietly walk'd away, lamenting thoſe miſera- 
ble Circumſtances — n mn 
brought upon Herſelf. 

Meaues going one Night tro Leicafter-Bl ads, 


he met a young Woman, whom at firſt he took 


for a piece of Modeſty, and accordingly took her 
round the Waſte, with the uſual Complement 
of my Dear, | bbw do you do, which way are you go- 


ing, cc. but his main Deſign was co eaſe her of 


ſome part of het Burden, when Time and Op- 
portunity ſervid g but here our Hero caught a 
Tartar, for the quere B-—h,was a knowing one, 
ſhe cryd gut for help, and had him ſecur'd, 
and would have rap' d it hard againſt him, that 
is, ſhe would have ſwore that he robb'd her of 
one Guinea in Gold, and ſeventeen Shillings 


in Silver, had not he raiſed the Crop, and gave 


it her, to er 57 err 1 the Biter 
mal oil; eil Hun 1 Anne 
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Being vex' d at de il Uſage; he ſwore hie 
would be reveng d on ſome one, or other, before 
he went Home, to make good his loſs; accord- 
ingly he trudges about the Streets, till he hap- 
penꝰ d into Lincole*s- Inn - Feldt, and overtook a 
Woman with a Band-box under her Arm, 
whom he knock d down, and made off with the 
Booty: In the Box he found very rich Flanders 
lac'd Head-cloaths and Ruffles, which he dif 
pos'd of to a Lock for five Guineas, and chen 
went contentedly Home to his Doũ x. 
He confeſs'd he livd very reſerv'd for ſane 
time, without attempting any Thing that was ill, 
for that he never car'd to turn out, till Necef- 
ſity forc'd him to it; wherefore when Stock be- 
gun to run low, Neaves aſſociated himſelf with 


Three, whom he would on no Account Name, 


and about 11 of the Clock at Night, they met 
a Man and his Wife, in Taveſtoct- Street, going 
lovingly along, whom they reſolv*d when Op- 
portunity ſerv'd, to Attack, which they accord- 
ingly did, near the pav'd Court that turns up 
into Covent-Garden, by tripping up his Heels, 
upon which the Woman cry'd out Murder; to 
prevent her outcry, Neaves took a handful 
of Dirt, and threw it directly into her Mouth; 
Whilſt ſhe was buſy d in cleanſing her Mouth, they 


robb'd the Man of his Scout, his Lob, and his Cole, 
ä that 
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that is his Watch, Snuff-Box,. with about ſeven 


Pound in Gold and Silver, then cut the Woman's * 


Pocket, and made off, leaving them to recover 
themſelves out of cheir , and mourn 
their unhappy Fate. | 

Being ask'd whether he had Correſpondence 
with thoſe deteſtable Set of People call'd Mol- 
ly's, or Smomites, Neaves reply*d, that he never 
frequented any of their Abominable Houſes. of 
Call, except Jenny Greenſleeves his Nurſery in 
Durham-Zard,' whether they us'd to reſort, there 
he ſaw ſeveral comical Adventures, ſuch as 
Lyings-In. When a Man was formally laid in 
Bed, with the uſual Ceremonies. and Formalities, 
the Midwife, which they. call'd Mrs. Suſanna, 
attended; the Wretch had his intermitting 
Pains, would make wry Faces, ſometimes 
Squaw] out, and deſire ſome of them to hold 
her Back, for her Pains were grinding and ſe- 
vere, ſometimes by Intervals ſmile, ſometimes 
cry out, but at laſt the Mount's in Labour, 
and out jumps a Mouſe; the Lady is deliver'd 
of a jointed Baby, the Clouts are warm'd, ſhe 
is bound up and put to Bed, then the Child is 
handed about, where the Goſſips views him, 


and paſs their Verdict on him: O, it is 4 fue 
Child, it bas Daddy's Eyes, Daddy s Noſe and 


Chin; I warrant you, the Fatber is à̃ good Work- 


E 2 man, 
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nun, and thi „ Mother good Biel, Sn 
boot abi, it war far d in the Wand. Madam, 
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is "het Cradle provided, and the Gofips 
Bread; Cheeſe, aid a Cup of good nappy _ 
when they Chat, Drink and are Merry. 

In other Rboms, there are your Barking 
Calls, there is a - Fowl provided) which Mrs. 
Maiyery eats, whilſt a Man lyes under the Ta. 
ble imitating a Dog, and gnawing the Bones, 
which Mrs. Margery throws under the Table; 
thus do theſe / bird of Vermin vent . 
Lelchery Nee | 1810 FR 

In other Rooms Werd are others, Ad eh 
call Shitten Culls, they lye flat on their Back, 
with their Mouths open, whilſt buom Nan 
tütns up her S. —t and Sh ts in his Mouth, 
which he licks in as Cordially,” and with as good 
an Appetite, ag a $eofchman does his Brewis, or 
a Sailor his Lob's- Couſe ; and if it happens that 
a Bir fills on either ſide, he eats it up as greedily, 
Kel a Hog does the draught out of the Trough. 

""Neaves" ownd-that one Night, he was ſingled 


4 and picd up in the Piat; in Covent 
"Garden, by an elderly Man, chat could not be 


dess chan Sixty Vears of Age, a Carpenter, 

"Heat b, Ra, and went wicht him into a 
Houſe in Parker's Lane, Newves making him 
believe it was Houſe — * but 
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I forgot ib mention, that ' Neaves berwixt: Co. 
ven- Cardin, and Parkes Lane, got a very 

handſome large Silver Snuff Box out of him; as 
ſoon as Neqves'enter'd the Houſe, he tip'd 'the 
Landlord the wink to carry on the Jeſt,” and 
call'd for Liquor, the old Gentleman had a good 
Diamond Ring on his Finger, which Neaves 
ey'd, and had 4 deſign upon it, he prais'd it, 
and deſir'd him to let him try it on his Finger, 
which requeſt the old Cull comply'd with, then 
Neaves enquir'd of the Landlord, whether he 
could not provide a Bed for him and his Spouſe, 
which being anſwer'd in the "Affirmative, he 
ask'd the Price, and was anſwerd a Crown, 
which the old Man thought too exorbitant, and 
ask'd ſeveral Times, what the B=—=s (the 
Man's Wife and Maid) did below, and why 
they did not go to Bed; the Women ſeemingly 
conſented, and retir'd' to a' Place on tlie Stairs, 
where they eſpy'd all the filthy and comicat'Paf- 
ſages 3 the Cull felt Neaves by the Hand; and 
ſaid he had a pure ſoft Palm: Whether the old 
Man did not like his "Companions being re- 
ſerv'd, or whether he ſuſpected the Sincerity of 
the Houſe, is a Secret, but he ſeem'd very un- 
 eaſie for his Ring, which Neaves with a great 
deal of - Perſwaſion -return'd, and defi nedly | 


quarrelling with Him, took His Cane and e 1 


38 5 1 
his Head, then went off with the Snuff Box; 


and left the Spark to pay the reckoning," for 
which he was oblig' d wpawn his Ring. The next 
Day, he brought Jenny Greenſiecues with him, 
that is the Man of the Houſe where they reſort- 
ed, and ſent for Neaves, who came immediate- 
ly, when the Cull demanded the Box, but was 
 anſwer'd he made him a Preſent of it, to do fo, 
and ſo, then raiſing a diſpute about the reckon- 
ing, the Landlady wheedl'd him according to 
his Merit, and turn'd him out of Doors. 
This is all the Account of the Mollies and 
Soddomites, that I could get out of him, the rea- 
ſon that he aſſign*d was, that he would not have 
the World believe, that he had any intimacy | 
with them, and that whenever he happen*d into 
their Company, he look d upon them withHorror 
and Indignation, that he conceiv*d their Profli- 
gate and wicked courſe of Life, had a reſem- 
blance more of Beafts, than of rational Ani- 
mals. 
But as his Life was intermix*d, with variety 
of Adventures, he declar'd that ſome time be- 
fore he was taken, he took his Rambles one 
Night, with a deſign to apprehend looſe, idle 
and diſorderly Perſons ; but happening into. the 
Company of ſome young Fellows, (whom at 
firſt Gght, he took to be honeſt Pot . 
1 ons 
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ons) he drank ſo plentifully, chat he became 
very Drunk ; the Sparks finding by ſome un- 
guarded Expreſſions, of what Profeſſion he was, 
were very fond of his Company, and having 
drank him to a very high Pitch, * oY 


him to go-with them, on an Enterprize to Spit- 


tle-fields, where they had laid ſuch a Scheme, 


that would inevitably anſwer their ExpeCtations z 


accordingly they went, and by the help of a Fe- 
male Advocate, (who ſate up late that Night on 
purpoſe) they had the Opportunity of riffling 
the Houſe of Bales of wrought Silk to a conſi - 
derable Value, having taken a Pin out of che 
Cellar- Window, taken up an Iron-Bar, that lay 
over the Caſement, and cut a hole in the Shutter, 


to prevent a Scrutiny into the Maid's Honeſty z | 


and to make the Maſter and his Family,  ſup- 
poſe the Fa& was committed without her Know- 
ledge, Privity, or Conſent. . Being ask'd who the 
Perſons were, and to whom the ſaid Goods were 
Sold, he deſir'd to be excus d, becauſe (as his Fate 
was certain) he did not deſign to make any Diſ- 


covery, that might prejudice other People, when 


he could not expect any Advantage by it, and 


that he believ'd, that the Goods were already | 


diſpos'd of, and could not be recoyered again, 
(that as he had been already a Puff) and had 


thereby procur'd himſelf many Enemies, he was 
: es 


Wage, Sage 
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reſold now to be. Siletit; ſering any Declarmti- 
on could be of no Benefit, or Advantage to the 
Publick, becauſe as he lay under Sentence of 
Condemnation;/ his Evidence was of no effect, 
neither could there be any legal Proſecution 
grounded on his Confeſſion, nor could the Far. 


| r convicted on hiꝭ Information. ede 


Oni che ſixth of December laſt, Ibomas Neavin 
kiþpeii'd to Game, and whether the Man 
palm'd the Cards on him, or Whether it hap- 
pet'd'to be his ili Fate, to have a run of Cards 
againſt him, is the query; but he loſt all his Mo- 
ney,” and even his Cloaths, yet the Man was ſo 
generous, that hé leſt him his Clodths' to wear 
till he went Homme to Shift himſelf, as he pre- 
tended; But inſtead of going Home he walk'd 
to Monmouth - Street; to buy him 4 Dimity 
Waſtecoat, but not agreeing in the Price, 'Neaves 
D n'd Mr. Lawrence," che Owner: of the 
Waſtecoat, and immediately ſnatehd a Duro 
Coat, upon which Mr. Larworence jump'd of the 
Shop- board without Shoes, and purſued him, 
Crying out Stop Thief, and was follow'd by ſe⸗ 
veral: Perſons who run after him. Hie curn'd 
Uown King's - Street, St. Giless, and paſ- 
ſing by a Bricklayer's Labourer he dropt xhe 
Coar, 1 the Hue and 22 being at "hs. ; Heels, 12 


r 


= ; CLAN Wein Eee i ed ha 


Car) 
laſt he was ſtopꝰd at the By { | 
Street by a young Man, upon which = 
manded the reaſon of being ſtop'd; he was re- 
ply'd, there was a Cry of Stop Thief, and that 
ſeeing no other Perſon run beſides himſelf, he 
ſtop'd him; when the Bricklayers Labourer 
came up, and having view d him, he aver d he 


vas the Perſons that drop'd the Coat, upon 


which he was ſecur d, and carry*d before Mr. 
Juſtice Gifford, in great St. Andrew's-Street, by 
Mr, Haſtings, Headborough in the fame 
Street, by whom he was committed to Newgate 3 
he offer«d then to make himſelf an Evidence, 
which was denied him, upon the Account that he 


was ſo lately admitted, and that the Indulgence 


granted him, was not a Warning to deter Kit, 
from ſuch evil and pernicious Practices. 

On the 16th Day of January laſt he was 
(amongſt other Felons) arraign'd, for privately 
ſtealing out of the Houſe of Charles Latorence a 
Coat, to which Indictment he pleaded not Guil- 
ty; in the Afternoon his Tryal came on, and 
the Evidence being very full, and plain, he was 
found Guilty, and receiv'd Sentence of Death 
accordingly.; he did not ſeem daunted in the 
leaſt, when the Court pronounc'd, that. he 


ſhould be carryd back to the Place from © 


hence he came, and from thence convey 'd to | 
N the 
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the'Plice of was 2 be vas to 
by the Neck till he was Dead; the Court made 
an Elegant, learn'd, and pathetick Oxation, on 
the heinouſneſs of each particular Offence, of 
which they ſtood convicted; und recommended 
them, (that as their Time in this: Tranſitory 
Life was not of a long Continuance, a Day 
being ſhortly to be aſſign'd, when they muſt 
ſuffer a Scandalous and Ignominious Death) to 
prepare themſelves by a due and We . 
_ for another World. „ 
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Aer his Convickioh, . writ the blowing 
Eiter; to his diſconſolate Father, "who was in 
the utmoſt Con ſternation and Confufion, on 
that melancholly Account. * an 
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Honour d Eule, 8 . le 5 
T is with concern that 7 ac quaint you, that T 
am now condemn to dye; 7 wiſh T7 had fol. 
14 your good Advice, oben with Tears in your 
Eyes, you often defir d me to, leave of this wicked, 
courſe of Life; but alas, what fenified your Fa. | 


#herly Care, I was. grown harder'd in Iniquity, 


and would not Tiſten to your Admonition, becaule 
the | 
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the Grace, of Cad was 5 before my 0G 4 
have 10 Lobe 22 of ſaving my Life, (for as I was 
once admitte 4 2 ichn, and by by, my Information 
had convicted ſever al bright. Jount Fellows, who 
are now laune li into Eternity and could not take 
Warning, 7 the In ndulgence - of... the G overnment 3 
an canſid eut they. can have, 710 regard fot. my 
welllare, ſa, that my. Fate is certain, It was a 


great. concern do me, when the Jury . brought in 


their Verdict, . that . one Hughes ſpauld. fear. # 
was 4 jayſul Day to him, and that be would tak? 
care io haue my-Carcaſs for a Skeleton : I cannot [ay 
but his reſentment was juſt, becauſe 7 endeavour d to 
take away his Life, when convifted Nichols, 
Benſon, . Crowder, Toon, and Kiddy George, 
and Olbers, ſome of. whom declar d their Innacence 
of the FaBs,.. that. they were charg'd 4 wb, their 
Dying Speeches may have this effect on a credulous 
World, that they may think me perjur'd, and for 
that reaſon may have au Averſion towards me; 
vet this Comfort 1 bave, the” they denied the Falls 
in their Indictments, for, which they dy'd, they 
confeſs'd they bad committed ſeveral Fafts, © that 
merited the Cenſure of the Law. Wherefore mojt 
dear and honour'd Father, I moſt humbly defire, 
that you zwould raiſe a Poſſe Comitatus of all 


my Friends and Acguaint ante; par: ticularly the 


Tang of Marrow-Bones and. Cleavers, to 
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reſcue my dead Body out of FA 7 the ner. 
eile Chirurgeons, who. bave 4 defign on me, | be. 
Cauſe they ſay J have a" fine fair. Skin. I confeſs 
you gave me a generous and liberal Education, had 
T improv'd it in an honeſt Way ; but alaſt, why do 
T repeat paſt Tranſa#tions, they only. aggravate" my 
Guilt. I beg that you will pray for me, that when 
I ceaſe to be, I may. 4 remiſſion of my Sins; my 
hopes are center d in the Mercies of my feeet Ne. 
deemer, my Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, why 
by his voluntary Death on the Croſs, has ſuffiti- 
ently made an Attonement for the Sins of Mankind. 
T forgive from my Heart, all theſe that have been 
Inſtrumental in my Death. I at Pardon from 
thoſe whom I have any ways injur*d, in my wicked 
and unaccountable courſe of Life, and I dye in 
perfels Charity with al the M. i . is all a 
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Dared from one of 
che Cells in Newyare; 
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„Mie 1 al Fathers +2466 is 
cook Pen, Ink and Paper, ahd writ che follow-- 
ing Epiſtle to his Wife, who diſliking ; his « Ways . 
me os another. 5 * 


SPN Aw 20 
My Dear- Betty, eee eee 
Beg that your Goodneſs will i ny Pre. 
ſumption, it is the laſt Time that I ſhall be 
troubleſome to you, the Time draws near, when I © 
ſhall receive the juſt reward. for _my Tranſgreſſions ; ; 
tbe dead Warrant is come down, and I am one 0 
the Number, that the King and Council bade 
ſtiu d for Execution on Friday next ; bad I oe? 
your Advice, after I eſcaped ſo unexpettedly, and 
ſo fortunately, when the Mercer compounded with 
me, I had now been out of Danger, nor ned T 
have fear'd the ſailing up Holborn- Hill, ſplitting 
on the Rocks of ſweet St. Giles's, and being caſe 
away at Tyburn. But ſurely there is a certain 
Fate hangs over my Head, ſo that it was impoſſeble 
for me to avoid this ſcandalous Death. Ab note 
I repent when it is too late, that 1 have been fo 
Profligate a Wretch all my Days; that I can nei- 
ther hope, or expet$- 4 Repriebe. J confeſs you 
have made a better choice in your late Match, than 
you could have expected in me ; therefore from my 
Heart, I wiſh you all the Content and Happineſs, 
this frail and rack irary World can afford: Pray 
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boſe unfortunate Men, "that I convicted by. "my 
Evidence. "Remember the 7 _ By ws 
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uud 10 Have you think, w en: {grit 


Company and marry d another, 1 rs 4 


greater regard far her Perſan, than, I had for. yours, 
I rler 19 the courary, and {tink the Wars of 
. dying Man, aught to be depeuded on; the reajuu 


was, becauſe: my, corrupt Nature vb prone , 
| . ckedueſs, and that fe always commended in me, 
What you in your Conjugal. Mees * e 
end bod an Ferri g on r e 


\ Nan 


' \ 


% Nes \ 
TN 
8 Lon: af 
\ W 
kk 3 4 $33” wo ww Wd I 


+* 4 4 | / "uh 
; N | * , 
NA MT N. FI = . — * c 


IAQ W Na 


